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. John John.””. .ho., ho.. ... •» h ”—** t — “ 

naturad Ih hichoJ... H. .tart.d on foot to Klohol... but*. hi. fc 
thr Black Uount.ln.. H. ... let for »lr. da,., hnt flna*.dahd. ^ 
to a hou... Thera h. ... giro” food gradual 1, until »<o«hh,M 
...l, H. mad. th. trip to Nlcholao, brought back th. ..Man. Web 
pi ntad on. of. th. fir.t crop, groan In Pneahontao. 

By th® enrly part of th® century corn could be ripentfte the court* 
and since the people preferred corn meal to hominy meal, ^ griad and tab 
mills were built# 

# 

Some of the beet known of these mills were« The two aBa at lillprtat, 

* 

built by the Cackleys. The lower mill being built by Y a l*ina Shells* 
who also promoted other industries such as a tannery, a t&hamw and# 
store. This was around 1830. The upper mill was built fcjoseji C^cHey 
in 1834 but was later sold to Sampson Matthews. 

The Foage Mill on Kilappe Creek. This mill was built* the late pmrt 
of the 18th century by James Foage. Then he emigrated to plucky, he 
It to Peter Lightner. Lightner improved it and for yea reactivated a- 
#iie circle of customer!. The Henry Harper mill succeed Ais *11. *# 

- urre used by this mill are on Cummings Creek, having beeatftan Bare % 
Fries VcCoab. 7hty are believed to bs among the oldsst tea# eaaty. These 
1 stones ..re aade by Adaa Shsratt near Fri#ls on ths :«Vrisr River. 
;fcarr.:t alee had a sill on Gr.anbrier River. 

^‘••y:# alll, #1 ght alles froa Huntersville on t rfjoil aj bam 
i ley sae ef the four DliUy brother# who were ^ ^rtrrta 
*' fleeter#. r\ i • alll m iw. - - - - 


r# * Tbio alll was kept la the fcsshIbb af th( 
;**re ef servfe# to tho publlo, and* fua oa 






This is be- 


, ^ Bill on Mill near Sunset. 

The Uicheel Daugherty mm 

. * *. *411 propelled by water anywhere In this 
lifved to be the first tub Bill, p P 

♦ ,«r,4*ed by all sections of upper Pocahontasr 
whole region. It was patronise* oy ax 

, one of the best of its kind. Some- 

and had the reputation of being 

♦4 . V 411. ..re out on runs that had only sufficient water 

times these tub mills were put 

during th. rainy ..«on. For .uch 111. « l°r.g hollo, log ... oft.n 
u..d for trunking to crry th. ..t.r to th. -h..l. Th.'.. .111. did 

not grind ., .uch hut th.lr product ... th. «..t..t and b.rt obtain- , 

able. Vicha.l Daugh.rt, ... on. of th. flr.t of th. nobility to ..ttl. 
on Knapp. Cr..k. H.‘ ... not only abl. to pa, hi. oro paa.ag. to »m.rlc., 
but to hlr. th. service, of tho.. .ho .old th.rn.rtv.. a. lnd.nt.d ..r- 
▼ants for a certain peri'od of time. 

Swago Mill operated by Jonathan McKeill. He was the eldest son of 
Thomas UcNelll who came to Swago around 1769 and appears to have been 


an interprising person. Willing, weaving, fulling cloth and powder 
making was carried on under his supervision. Coverlets woven by one Jones 
were still in use fifty years or more after they were woven. Thie mill 
is now held by Judge George L'cClintic, though of course its no longer in 
use. 


There were many other grist mills. David James one of the first men 
to live on Droop Vountain had a mill. James Wanless a local minister 
operated two grist mills. Henry Clark had a mill on Spring Creek, but 
I haven’t been able to get any authentic information about them. In fact, 
in every community of the county there were mills at one time or another. 

• . .. « a 

*111* have been placed on almost every stream of water large enough to turn 

a small wheel if only during the rainy season 



The burr, or .tones for many of th.s. mill. wsrs mad. from .and- 
8t °n. found In this county in such great quantity and of unusual hard- 
n ® 88 - Calvin Price has a pair of these mill stone, made mors than a 
century ago by John Hannah of Elk, for the mill that was on the Varner 
- Place on the Big Spring Fork of Elk R. They were given to Ur. Price 
by the late Samuel Varner when he sold his farm. They are about 30 
inches in diameter, and weigh orer 100 lbs. each. Ur. Price believes 
they are made of this Droop sandstone found here in the county. 

However, as soon as it was possible, the home made millstones were 
replaced with imported stones. French burrs appear to have been the de¬ 
sired ones in the more permanent mills that did custom grinding, fhe 
early settler was a resourceful man and if he could not get the imported 
ones he made them from material at hand. 

About the Varner Kill, the story goes that John Hannah built the 
outfit complete in one day except the "jigging thing”. That appear* to 
have been the bark or board attached to the bottom, stationary stone, 
down which spouted the meal. These mills served well their day and an 
occasional one can be found still standing, though not in use. (Some of 
these mills were repaired and used by the moonshiners during the days of 
prohibition.) 


Aside from these griet mills there were also powder mill, located on 
nan, of the mill rune of the county. The original name of 1311 Run on 
Unty UcKeel'e place between Hlll.boro and Beard, wan Powder Mill Run. The 
• it. of the power m U ... j B , t . bov . „ h . r . th . county ro . dcros ,.,. m 

1 r by th * nMI * of Hannah. He had a peculiar and effect 

lv# 1 1 r.s of talk u , 

« would remark that he made powder and had plenty 
of it, snd would i«n i* . . 

. but that many of the hunters did not like hi* 

11 d not particularly care to use it himself. Thi» of 



reply would be that it wae too quick. A quick powder of course was 
the one most desired for the old type of oountaln rifle. 

. Thomas Vc&ill, the Swago pioneer, maintained considerable of a 
powder plant on Swago Creek, near the residence of Squire Rogers. He 
hie salt petre from the rich soil to be found in the limestone cares 
this region, particularly the care on the UeClintic lands not fa 
th. residence of Lee Orerholt. The proper -ount. of eolphur. nltr. e .», 
charcoal and what not were compounded together and the paste had 
mixed Ilka th. lad, heat, a cake. Thome. UcKeill had a mill to do thl. 
stirring and fating by water power, and to grind the m... into powd.r 
after it ... dry. On. day he had a big atlrring of powder on a grinding 
and went home to dinner. Something went wrong, somehow a .park ... 
generated, and the whole thing, mill and all, blew up. 

Information: History of Pocahontas County - *>ica 

and from old copies of the Focahontaa Times dated 
August 13, 1931. 

The first business of any kind establi9hed N at Iferlins Bottom 
(Warlinton) was a combined saw mill and carding mill built by James A. 

Price before the Civil war. It was located on the slough along the road 
leading to Campbelltown, just opposite the home of A. C. Pifer. It was 
run from water from Stony Creek. An effort to augment this power by 
water from Greenbrier River from an intake just below the mouth of Stony 
Creek failed, and the plant itself was washed away in the flood of 1877. 
This mill was in charge of a man by the name of James E. A. Gibbs, who 
was a man of the tenant class and who barely cads a living for himself and 
« large family. 


From the Pocahontas Times - 1923. 

A fww families, such as John R. FI tone ns on Red Lick Mountain made 
t-r ireia of ; .ur.ia of ample sugar every year. It was stirred until it 
• l t as brown sugar. Much of it was taken to 




Lewie 


isburg and 
iamil 
f'lemme 


oxchanged for kettles and household goods.. Almost every 

CnOU gh sugar for their own use. After Ifir. FI seamens death, Urs 

an " ^ er daughter, Elizabeth, lived at Buckeye and earned a living 
b * "Pinning and 


weaving. 
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r ~ rccLrs lary Turner & Haggle RuckmaBfcte Filed.. 

■*• - uilip-0intr.r;v&v - _ „ W. 7%r ^ 

-re A.7 LiclCeill & Georgie Loudtrmilk 3uckeye.7.7a. g ''£<.*■ %, 

... a , v < ,„v 7i 


-rs A • ,i iici\ till & Gtorgie Louaticuj.fi. ^. ... v^ ^/y^ 

C.V.’ price ana Carey Davis Uarlinton. TO l ^ r '0 S 

A part from R.’.V Browns history of Greenbank Di6tricw^ *• ' 





^ " ___ * istoro- .Tfc.pocaboata* County. 

And Xj5du.txr.Se.-utl 5 ***** * 1U#5 ° 


n»fr* of Focahoat. 


• rc-iaty »*«* through with »ay hard¬ 


ship. not only in clearing tfc 


€ land, into ftrtll* t It Ids ,hlaxin« trails,fl- 


ghtlng th. Indlre* ar.d ml=t. ln in S he... It fell on the 

shoulders of the housenlfe to furr,lek the necemr, clothing and bedding for 


the entire f.slly which res genrrslly «*« of wool which res shorn often 
tines by the wife reshed, csrded end spun by her Into T.rldU. kinds of cloth¬ 


ing which wac Used by her fsnlly the socks snd other clothing were red* of 


ol spun on the old grinning -rheel which cne generally used In the winter 


month8.Fro.Ti thl8 wool socks,sweat er»,blanl«tt and other clothing and bedding 


«aa unde almost entirely by hand and it was about this time that the Loom 


came into use by the pioneers of Pocahontas County ay back in the first pa- 


•et of the eighteenth century. 


Hiring the eighteenth century and in the first part of the nin*tten- 


th Pocahontas County had many looms and many weave r^ts most of the women foL- 


. kc were taught to spin and weave at an early age. 


Among some of the weavers brought to the attention of the writer 


ms . rr.cy ra tion of 1'illpoint who wove on a loom in the middle of the cig£it- 


#»r.th century she being a fancy weaver making mostly tableclothB and Counter- 


pin • :f thlch are held by the Valla 


cee at Hillpoint.Her daughter Tli*- 


. .. t| ,M i ot ..allaoe Ruokman v.as clso a weaver and a spinner 



^octree 4 ^ 

A " aj ® -ry . Se=uc1 3 Smith Hillsboro.W."a.?oce>.or.tr s Co. 


f inichtd i+ -» 

r *^8 put into a suit of clothts for her hushwad.She also 


rove for other 

ptepie reaely bedspreads esd counterpdr.s and carpet her loom 
r.es bought from the 2&te i^-s.Isaac iicireel of idllpoint in IS97 and she wove 


on it until i 9K 3ust btfor£ b£r i<ati . 


T.'illiani k Ga'obtrt uas born in Grttnbrier County IS^O tbe son of St ton 

i^i 

t aS2£ Gabbert he beinc- ® vounu ran his mother taught him to weave on 


rt Gabbert he being a frale young can his mother taught him to weave on 
the loom,when he was about 30 years of age they moved to Liillpoint and located 


over the millrace in what was known as the loom house here he wove Coverlets 


/ 

count erpanes,table linen,girthen carpet, jeans &nd lincy some of which his 
daughter hary Turner is the proud owner some of the wool used by him was car 
ded on the old Wellington T Eogsett carding machine at the lower mill at Hill 
point,he later moved to Huntersville where he practiced his profession sell¬ 


ing hie ware to friends and neighbor locally, in his declining years he moved 


in with his daughter Liary Turner at Larvin Chapel above L'illpoint where he 


continued to weave and did so up until his death in I920.Eis work is in the 


zr o- sany people of Pocahontas County as he often went from house to house 


. t-c,<r ..iey had a loom his last loom was bought from Lura ~augh of near ^ 


• : r - - now in the hands of i!rs.Turner. 


r »..ver of mention was Lydia leverage wife of Washington Be- 


Dr> Creek, her first loom was used before her by 










ret A Induct tv *«*•*« - 

® 3: lt h K112. • cahonte* County. 

• Th* Oinny H«n by ••. nni o 

y ..nncy Roe.kto.Tht Eow Knot.The Globe.Tht 3*et “o- 

&y Jflne LOKfill.Thr t 

rue lovers Knot came to thle county In ISC4 Iron Loot 
Crick .. .\a.All of these patterns were wove by our pioneer reavers snd today a 
thee* drafts are cherished by krs a. 77 Eclieill of Buckeye p.s her mother Lydia 
Pcviregc wove from these same drafts years ago as well &e the on<e that raadc 
the petterns and whose names are attached. 

The following were weavers Otorgie Loudermilk,Jane Adkison, Katie 
Hannah,Susan Rogers,Ilizabcth licNeill,Uary McNeill,Jane Kinnison ,Catherine 
Armstrong,?rands Cundiff ,L'ildred Kee.Tlizabeth Buckley,and Ualissa Fleming 
all of the Srago Community .He ncy Syms, Angelin e Gay lor and Catherine Under¬ 
wood of Beaver Creek.and many others . 

Carey utfe of Lfcrlinton who has very poor eyesight learned the 
: 'r.v ing trade while at school this was about I9II he wove carpet, rage and 
-ir s * at s such of his ware is found in and near l&rlinton but due to his 
• * he stopped operating temporarily.Price Kessler of Grcenbanlc who lost 

»,• i^t several years ago unde broods at his shop just above Greenbank 
* : t c ready *clt a^d rC throughout the county and other 

part* d the cutt. 


■'* * « revolutlonary war the lute Frederick Phillip* 
tailed s lathe t*de Xooaa,spinning t h« * ls»spool* »s;-ool 


a a 
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l0 °” “O Spinning 

development of Pocahontas County,* 
m C and bedding ae there 
fore it fell • 


era playti a very iaportant part in the 
>ae this ras their sole way of getting cloth- 
inis very fe» stores end noncy tras very scarce there- 
pon the shoulders of the mothcre and daughters to supply these 
essential articles for the entire family .Some of these artioles are cherish¬ 
ed very dearly by the people of this county ,not only are they keepsakes of 
high value but you can see the quality of the product made in the many homes 
by hand by the wives of our forefathers that blaz«d the cay that wt today mig¬ 


ht have a more abundant 21 X life. 

Vie might have looms in operation today but factory weaving is much 
fast er,product ion larger as it would be almost impossible to supply the cloth¬ 
ing needs of today by the wheel and the loom,nevertheless v.e have here in Poca 
hontas County today some few people using the spinning wheel and occasionally 

a loos in operation,but the latter used in making carpet more than anything e • 

I. : . *. 1 or.-/ro L£ry Turner & ’/aggie Ruckman lillpoint.w.Va. 

.rf :c::cill 4 Georgie Loudcrrailk Buckeye.v.’.7a. 

}r is‘ ir Carey Guvie 2!arlinton.-,.7a. 

?. : ror.r.e History of Crtcnbank Districts a part) 



